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Nouns and Adjectives

necessity

external

particularity

dangerous

relevance

rational / reasonable

confidence



Dr. Carlos Lindade

FLUP

Nouns and Adjectives

• Although quite famous, the professor was always approachable for students.

• Her book is the most authoritative work on the subject.

• My objection to the book is ideological, despite it being well written.

• California offers an innovative culture where new ideas are welcomed.

• She had an intuitive feeling she would get the job.

• In addition to money, praise and recognition are both highly motivational.

• The Harry Potter books have been a phenomenal publishing success.

• Until it is approved by the council the agreement is only provisional.

• The courses in this faculty are sequential: you must pass one to move to the

next.

• The synthetic fabric is much stronger than natural materials.

• Technical support for computer users is available 24/7.

• Your bus pass is valid until October next year.
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One approach to these adjectives is to learn
them as pairs of opposites: absolute/relative

• Inaccurate

• Unambiguous

• Synthetic

• Ineffective

• Inclusive

• Illogical

• Literal

• approximate/vague

• Irrational

• Unreliable

• Irrelevant

• non-specific

• Objective

• practical/empirical/pragmatic
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analysis

synthesis

majority

strategy

theory

frequency

crticism/critic

practice
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Speaking of Prefixes...
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• by itself

• life

• together

• environmental

• (i) previous (ii) 

outsider

• in front/in 

advance

• between

• inside one group

• large

• transcending

• small

• many

• new
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• too much

• Across

• Many

• Later

• in support of

• Partially

• Again

• Autonomous

• Below

• Distance

• Across

• (i) below (ii) 

not enough
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a) human interaction removed

b) very local climate

c) economy based on information not production

d) holiday in local area, instead of abroad

e) disappointed

f) before marriage

g) able to anticipate and control situations

h) focussed on his experience
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a) noun

b) adjective

c) adverb

d) adjective

e) adverb

f) adjective

g) adjective

h) noun

i) noun

j) noun
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Back to Academic writing
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How confident are you with your 
punctuation?
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9 Practice A
Punctuate the following sentences.

a) the study was carried out by christine zhen-wei qiang of the national

university of singapore

b) professor rowans new book the end of privacy 2019 is published in 

new york

c) as keynes said its better to be roughly right than precisely wrong

d) banks such as hsbc and barclays were in penny pinching mode in the

1990s

e) as matheson 1954 wrote it was the germ that was the villain

f) thousands of new words such as vlog enter the english language each

year

The Christine Zhen-Wei Qiang N

U S .

Professor Rowan’s The End of Privacy (2009)

New York.

As Keynes said: ‘it’s better to be roughly right than precisely wrong’.

Banks HSBC Barclays Penny-pinching

.

As Matheson (1954) wrote: ‘it was the germ that was the villain’.

Thousands ‘vlog’ E

.
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Practice A
Punctuate the following sentences.

g) the bbcs world service is broadcast in 33 languages including somali 

and vietnamese

h) she scored 56% on the main course the previous semester she had

achieved 67%

i) their article a reassessment of the changing patterns of the indian

monsoon 2015–2020 was well received

j) before submitting her essay on t s eliot she checked it for spelling

grammar and punctuation

The BBC’s World Service S

V

She ,

.

.

Their article,

, .

Before TS Eliot ,

.
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Have you seen the new 
season of the Simpsons?
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1. QuillBot Translate

2. Azure AI Translator

3. MachineTranslation.com

4. TranslatePress AI 

5. Smartling AI Translation Toolkit

6. Lokalise AI 

7. Wordly AI 

8. Krisp AI Interpreter

Exploring the promise of AI-powered 
tools
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In pairs: explore

• Purpose: What kind of users or situations is this tool designed for?

• AI Features: What makes it “AI-powered”? (e.g., neural translation, adaptive

learning, live captions, etc.)

• Trial: Translate a short text. What works well? What goes wrong?

• Human Role: What parts still need human intervention or checking?

• Professional Use: Where could this tool realistically fit in a translator’s or

interpreter’s workflow?

• Ethics & Risks: Are there privacy, accuracy, or cultural issues to be aware of?

• Verdict: Would you recommend it? For what type of work (and why)?
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See you!
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